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Future house designs into which we can grow




features:

lifetime homes — beyond the margins

Lifetime Housing can no longer be regarded as a marginal issue,
according to Andrew Harrop, Head of Public Policy, Age Concern and
Help the Aged. He argues it must be a crucial element for all new
housing and how it sits in relation to the wider built environment

chance of a Lifetime!

The theme for this year's British Homes Awards was ‘Lifetime Homes,
Lifetime Neighbourhoods'. Here, we showcase all the shortlisted entries,
proving that the design response to an ageing population is innovative,
effective and sustainable.

addressing the carbon challenge

Creating sustainable places and minimising environmental impact
is a major priority for the Homes & Communities Agency. Here, the
Agency'’s Chairman, Robert Napier, outlines how it is delivering
low-carbon development and encouraging sustainable lifestyles...

natural selection

Providing high levels of energy efficiency and easy-to-install
systems, natural building products can have a vital role in achieving
sustainability goals. Natural Building Technologies’ Neil May looks
at some of the innovative natural products currently on the market

insulation you can harvest

The Alentejo Region of Portugal is home to the largest proliferation
of cork oak trees in the world and, as Alumasc is proving, a rich
source of natural renewable insulation — sustain' went to investigate . . .

standard practice
Victoria Barron from BS, looks at how management systems
standards can provide a roadmap to sustainable development

the evolution of behavioural change
Buildings require the cooperation of their inhabitants to achieve true
energy efficiency. Nicola Martin reports on how technology is helping
people to engage with their energy use

some light on the matter
Kevin Brennan, Head of Sustainability, VELUX Company Ltd, looks at
the importance of incorporating natural daylight into our homes

designing the light fantastic

Recent developments in lighting products and technology has led to an
increase in the quality of sustainable lighting design. In this article, Mark
Hensman, Managing Director, of GIA Equation explains why, when it comes
to lighting design, “sustainability should be the same as breathing”...

sustainable Olympics — oxymoron or reality?
Cynics may say that a global event such as the Olympics is an inherently
unsustainable thing to do — however, Shaun McCarthy, Chair of the
Commission for a Sustainable London 2012, believes it is a unique
opportunity to push the sustainability agenda

leading the way for eco-excellence

Gareth John, Director of Invest Thames Gateway, looks at how, with
an eco-quarter at its core, the Thames Gateway has the potential to
lead the way in eco-excellence to benefit the whole country...

PLUS: sustain’ takes a look at the London Thames Gateway Heat Network

construction waste or material gain?

Efficient use of material resources and reducing the amount of
construction waste sent to landfill are key in the construction industry's
efforts to lower its environmental impact. In the current economic climate,
it is important that businesses are also aware of the opportunities that
waste reduction and recovery offer for securing financial benefits...

keeping ahead of alien invaders

Professor Max Wade from RPS Planning and Development, examines
the importance of risk assessment and prevention in sustainable
management of invasive plants and animals

soil sense
lan Gatenby, Director of Balfour Beatty GeoEnvironmental, looks at why
contaminated soil on site can be a valuable commodity ...

Remediation Commercial Management—an
integrated approach to cost, tax and risk

by Duncan Sanders, Partner Land Development; Davis Langdon
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NEWS

Designs on environmental knowledge

Nelson Mandela has launched the Sheppard Robson and John Cooper Architecture (JCA) competition winning
design for a new specialist childrenOs hospital in Johannesburg, South Africa. Speaking at the launch, Mandela said the
hospital was badly needed on a continent where millions do not live to see their fifth birthday: OThis is not a luxury
but a vital necessity tha can no longer be delayed.O

The Sheppard Robson and JCA hospital design was developed with local architect Gapp and Ruben Reddy. It will be
amodern paediatric tertiary facility located on the Wits education campus in Parktown, Johannesberg. The hospital
will be a 200-bed, eight-theatre facility, with state-of-the-art diagnostics.

The design centres around a secret garden, around which all activity is based. The shallow floor plans enable much
of the building to be naturally lit and ventilated with daylight concentrating into all areas  a highly sustainable

Packing in the sustainable features!

newsinbriefE

B Six designers have been shortlisted in a
competition to design the Welsh Passive House.
The scheme for the Welsh Assembly and Blaenau

Gwent Council is intended to combine the
principles of the Passivhaus pioneered in
Germany with the higher levels of the Code for
Sustainable Homes in Wales. The competition is
split into two different categories B a two-

design employing passie enemy principles and exploiting the opportunity to use local labour and materials.

Mixing uses in Harow

Black Architecture has won a limited
competition for the redevelopment of a
prominent site in Harrow. The redevelopment
proposal provides a high-density urban
mixed use which responds in scale and
mass to its context and introduces active
uses & ground-floor level, to create a more
interactive environment with the public. The
scheme places a large SainsburyOs store
over two storeys of car parking in the
centre of the site and uses a mix of
components to create active urban edges.
A large residential scheme is elevated onto
a landscaped podium above the food store
and linked to the ground through glazed
access cores. The redevelopment has a
BREEAM rating of OExcellentO for Retail and
Offices and a Code for Sustainable Homes
at Level 4 for the residential development.

bedroom and a three-bedroom home, with
winning designs having to satisfy Level 5 of the
Code for Sustainable Homes. The designers
shortlisted for the three-bedroom home are: Bere
Architects, Ty Unnos Design and HLM Architects.
For the two-bedroom home, the shortlisted
designers are Sustainable by Design, John
Thompson & Partners, George & Tomos Architects.
M Macfarlane Wilder has recently been appointed
as masterplanner for the BRE Innovation Park
Scotland to be built on the 450ha former

steelworks site at Ravenscraig near Motherwell.
The scheme will provide up to 10 building plots to
showcase excellence in sustainable design and
include features such as natural play, bio-filtration,
rainwater harvesting and innovative recycled
materials. The BRE plans to open the park in July 2010.

Il Architype®s St LukeOs CE primary school has
been awarded a BREEAM rating of OExcellent®, making
it the only, and therefore first, of its kind in  Britain.
The trailblazing, all-timber, highly sustainable primary
school is a flagship project for Wolverhampton.
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